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Sarah, Plain and Tall 
Patricia MacLachan 

1. Why didn’t Papa sing anymore? 
Mama had died shortly after giving birth to Caleb. 

2. What was Papa going to advertise for? 
A wife. 

3. When Sarah answered Papa’s letter for a wife, how did she describe herself? 
She said she was strong and willing to travel.  She lived in Maine with her brother, William.  She 
also asked his opinion of cats, since she had one. 

4. What did Caleb want to know about Sarah? 
He wanted to know if she sings. 

5. Sarah wrote letters to Anna, Caleb, and Papa.  What did the letter to Papa say about coming? 
She said she would stay for a month and that she does sing.  She would come from Maine by 
train, wear a yellow bonnet, and she was plain and tall. 

6. Why did Sarah leave Maine? 
Her brother had gotten married and his new wife would be in charge of the house now. 

7. What gifts did she bring the children? 
Caleb – a moon snail 
Anna – a smooth sea stone 
Her cat, Seal 

8. When Sarah cut Caleb’s hair, what did she do with his curls? 
She scattered them on the ground so that the birds would take them to make nests. 

9. What animal on the farm had Sarah never seen before? 
A sheep 

10. What 2 things did Sarah really love? 
The sea and flowers 

11. When Sarah was small her first word was “dune”, like the dunes on the beach in Maine.  How 
did Papa make a dune for her? 
He piled a haystack up high.  She needed a ladder to get up on it.  She and the children took 
turns sliding down it. 

12. When it was so hot in the summer, where did Sarah take the children to cool off? 
She took them to the cow pond where she taught them to float and swim. 

13. When the neighbors Matthew and Maggie came over, they brought chickens and flowers for 
Sarah to plant.  While Papa and Matthew plowed the field, what did Maggie and Sarah talk 
about? 
They talked about missing people.  Sarah missed Maine and her brother.  Maggie missed the 
hills of Tennessee.  They talked about planting a garden and teaching Sarah how to drive a 
wagon so that she could go visit Maggie. 

14. Sarah wanted to learn to ride a horse.  Why did Caleb not want her to be able to ride? 
He was afraid she would go to town and not come back. 
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15. When Sarah went off to town alone, the children were very worried.  When she came back, 
what did she have with her? 
Colored pencils (blue, gray, and green) so that she could draw a picture of the sea to hang in 
the house.  She told them that while she missed her home, she would miss them more if she 
left. 

16. How did Sarah help Papa before the storm? 
She was a good carpenter and she worked on the roof with him. 
 


